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Cover illustration: Nestorian priests in a Palm Sunday procession on a 
wall painting (7th - 8th century) in a church in the Turfan Oasis, Western 
China. 



Shuraya and Turgama 


Clive Strutt 


Introductory Note 

The Nestorian Church uses the East Syrian Rite for its Eucharistic Liturgy 
commonly referred to as the Holy Qurbana ('Offering'), but also known as 
the Udasha ('The Hallowing'). It originated in Edessa, Mesopotamia. There 
are four or five readings (Lections) in every celebration of the Qurbana and 
during these the Shuraya ('Beginning') and Turgama ('Interpretation') are to 
be heard. The Shuraya consists of proper psalm verses and the Turgama is 
best described as a hymn. These two have been adapted and harmonised 
by Clive Strutt in 1996 for use in Western Church services or simply for 
performance in concert. 


Dr. John Edward W. Watson 
Professor of Orthodox Theology, 

St. Elias Seminary and Graduate School 



Shuraya 

(The proper psalm verses before the reading of the Epistle according to the Nestorian Eucharistic Liturgy) 


Clive Strutt 


Duration: 2' 30" 

Basses sing all verses and refrains where written. 

Semi-chorus I and semi-chorus II each comprise only tenors, altos, and sopranos. 

Allegro giocoso (m.m. J = c. 84) 
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Turgama 

(The Hortatory Hymn sung between the Prophecy lection and the Epistle according to the Nestorian Eucharistic Liturgy) 


Clive Strutt 


Duration: 3' 00" 
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Turgama 
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Turgama 
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Turgama 
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